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up its abode by their side, and has increased the influencs they already possessed
throughout the whole country: these are the Kadjahs, descendants of the tribe of
the Ismailiyahs, whose present chief, Aga Khan, is the direct successor of the
famous Hassan Salah, the " Prince of the Assassins," or the " Old Man of the
Mountain," so renowned at the time of the Crusades. It is not surprising to find,
in these races converted to Islamism, many of the superstitions of their primitive
religion. Notwithstanding the rigorously iconoclastic sentiments of their creed,
it is easy to observe the natural taste which the Mahometans of India have for
emblematic ornaments in their
public festivals, where it is no
rare occurrence to see them
figuring by hundreds. In the
rejoicings of the Moharum,
which take place at the com-
mencement of their year, they
make temples of gilt paper,
sometimes of precious metals,
imitating, with more or less
accuracy, the tombs of the
Im&ins, which they cast into
the sea after conducting them
in triumph through the city.
In all this theyaredoubtlessper-
forming the same ceremony by
which their ancestors celebrated
the commencement of the new
year, and offered to the earth
a tithe of their worldly goods.

Their wives also enjoy a
greater amount of liberty than
in other countries of the East.
They go out into the streets
with their faces uncovered, and
are dressed just like the Hiu-
doo women. Though some-
times good-looking., they are
never neat, and often disgust-
ingly dirty; by which they
can easily be distinguished
from their charming fellow-countrywomen, who carry cleanliness to excess, and
spend much time in bathing.

Bombay contains also an important colony of Oriental Jews, who, having for
the most part been settled in the country for centuries, have adopted some of the
usages of the Mahometans, and cannot easily be distinguished from them,

The life of the European inhabitants itself strongly reflects the influences of
the climate and of the surrounding people. The houses, though furnished most
luxuriously, contain little that can recall their country to those whom commerce,
or some other pursuit, has led to exile themselves in this fine country, Tho

